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 Parlez vous Francais?  

There’s been quite a buzz around the school for the last week, and for a change it was not centred around 
the building works!  In fact, all the excitement was leading up to the Year 3/4  class’ s French trip to the 
Ardenne.  And what a fabulous couple of days we had.  All was organised, with military precision, by 
Catherine, and before we could protest too much we were loaded onto the minibus and whisked off.  Our 
first stop on Tuesday was the Roman Villa at Malagne, where we linked up with the class’s history topic 
about the Roman Empire.  We spent a fascinating day there, learning about ancient farming methods and 
even making our own bread – with honey!  The centre is holding a theme day on the 11th October, with 
Romans in traditional dress and mock battles to liven up the proceedings.  If you fancy an exciting day out 
for the family, please look up the details on their website, www.malagne.be/en/index_en.asp.  We spent the 
night in a modern ‘Gite’ on a working farm and our stay included a full tour of their milk and beef producing 
herds. The class can’t wait to share their exciting trip with the rest of the school at their assembly next 
Friday. 
 

 
 

Front Row (L to R): Oliver, Morgan, Daniel, Levy, Georgia, Hannah, Celine, Martha 
Back Row (L to R): Brett, Catherine, Danielle, Suzie 

 
Welcome back picnic 

Please join us for our Welcome Back Picnic on Sunday 4th October 2009 from 2 to 5 pm. 
Bring along a blanket or rug, picnic food and drinks, and there will be fun activities organised for the 
children. The PA has kindly agreed to cover the costs of the hire of games equipment, so there will be no 
charge for the activities, as previously advertised.  Families are encouraged to spend some time on the 
activities together, as there will be something for everyone to enjoy.  The picnic will take place in the garden 
of No.3 and we will relocate to the Hall if it rains. There will be spring bulbs on sale for planting on the day 
(€2.50 for a pack of 5), as we would like you to help us bring some colour to our gardens for the spring. 
Bring along a trowel or bulb planter if you have one at home.  Some of our class reps will be on hand to 
supervise the various areas to be planted. We look forward to seeing everyone at this wonderful family 
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event and are all hoping for sunny weather on the day.  The forecast so far is favourable!  We will have a 
professional photographer taking pictures throughout the afternoon.  She will also be in school on Thursday 
8th October taking more pictures for publications and the website.  Please could we have as many children 
in school uniform as possible next Thursday.  They always look great in their polo shirts and sweaters! 
 
PA Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General meeting of our Parents Association will take place on Thursday 8 October 2009 at 
7:30pm.  This is a great opportunity to come and find out what the PA does at the school.  Below is a note 
from Steve Mace – PA Chairman 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
As many of you will know from my previous communications, the Parent’s Association (PA) is your  
association and you are all, by default, members.  This means you are also members of the committee.  
There are only about six meetings a year and for the majority the attendance is not a big issue (although 
we like to see as many parents and staff there as possible), however for the AGM we really do need as 
many attendees as possible to meet the minimum requirements for voting in the new executive members, 
as laid down in the PA constitution. 
Although I am still a volunteer to continue as Chairman, and Kevin Brooks has volunteered to stand as 
treasurer, we still need to be proposed, seconded and more importantly voted in.  That is not to say you 
shouldn’t stand as well if you feel a desire to get more involved but at least we do have volunteers for these 
posts.  As for the remainder of the posts, we are still in need of a Secretary and an Events Coordinator, 
although we will probably be combining events coordinator with the class reps role. 
   
The role of secretary is not overly arduous, we don’t insist on full minutes of the meetings, so brief notes 
with actions suffice and the agendas for the meetings follow a fairly set pattern.  If you are interested in any 
of the posts please contact either Brett or myself and we will make sure your nomination makes it to the 
AGM.  Even if you don’t want to take on a formal role, come along and enjoy a glass of wine and have your 
say in how some of the PA’s money is spent.  I can assure you the press gang no longer exists and we 
won’t try to pressure you into taking on anything you might later regret.   
 
I look forward to seeing you at the AGM 
 
Steve Mace 
PA chairman 
   
Dates for the diary 

Sunday 4 October   PA Welcome Back Picnic from 2:00pm to 5:00pm 
Thursday 8 October                  Parents Association AGM – 7:30pm 
Friday 9 October   Celebration Class Assembly – Year 3/4 - 9:00am 
Friday 16 October   Harvest Assembly – 9:00am 
Thursday 22 October   School Photographs 
Friday 23 October                       School Open 
26 – 39 October                       Half term 
Wednesday 11 November               Public Holiday 
Friday 13 November   In-Service (school closed to pupils) 
Tuesday 17 November  Parent Contact Meetings 
Wednesday 25 November  Parent Contact Meetings 
Wednesday 9 December  Christmas ‘shopping’ morning 
Saturday 12 December  Christmas Fair 
Tuesday 15 December  Christmas Concert 
Wednesday 16 December  Carols Evening 
Friday 18 December                  End of term, 12 noon 


