
Year 3 Trip to Bokrijk  Day 1 : 8 June 2011 

 The day had finally arrived: Class 3 were to go on a school 
trip to Bokrijk. We had done the planning, we had thought 
of the meals we were going to cook, we had even gone to 
the supermarket to buy the supplies!! And now, it was time 
for our adventure to begin! 

The drive to Bokrijk only took one hour. We were so excited 
to explore this immense space. Our first workshop was on 
the school½s playground. That½s right, we had just left our 
school in Vossem and we went straight to another school, 
except this one was a very old building, recreated to look 
and feel like it had been there for at least 150 years. On the 
playground we learned all about the life of children long 
ago and the games they played and the toys they had and 
made. It was very interesting to discover how much fun a 
child can have with very simple toys or games. We all tried 
them, including Isabel. 

Then we had our picnic lunch and visited some of the 
cottages in Bokrijk. We were able to see the difference 
between a big stone-built house (rich people lived there) 
and the more modest cottages (where the workers lived). 
We even tried a straw bed and saw the latest fashion in 
school bagsµ150 years ago!! 

Then it was on to our next workshop, where we were 
transported back in time and were split into families. Each 
family was responsible for certain products which were 
then traded in for other products from the other families. In 
order to trade, each family was in charge of tasks which had 
to be completed: taking the corn to the windmill to be 
turned into flour, fetch water in buckets from the well, walk 
in wooden clogs (shoes were for the weekend only) and so 
on. 

After the tiring tasks, the farmer½s wife took pity on us and 
made us some pancakes with jam ̧ delicious! 

As the day had been so exciting, we drove to our hostel to 
unpack and cook our first meal. But work was not done yet: 
we still had to look through the photos and videos (oh, yes!) 
to write about the day½s events in our diaries. We also sent 
emails to our parents, so that they would have some idea of 
what we had been up to during the dayµ and for them to be 
a little jealous, as well!! 
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Playing with the diablo was 
really good fun. We could 
throw it up in the air and 
catch it again. (Ella + Ellie) 

We were having fun ºjousting» with daggers in hoops. 
(Connor + Alex) 

I really liked the 
catapult game,  
because we caught 
it several times!  
(Dayna + Daniel) 

It was really fun! I especially liked throwing the 
hoops onto the shield with points. (ThĎophile + 
Tim) 
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Water mill  

Picnic lunch in the grounds 

We looked up the chimney 
and you could see the sky! 
(Dayna)  

That box was actually a 
school box (like our ruck-
sacks). It was also the school 
desk ̧  very small! 

Ella, Isabel and I were a 
family who produced  
potatoes, animal feed and 
flour. We had to trade 
them with other families 
who had eggs, milk, 
cheese, butter, meat, 
vegetables and fruit. We 
had a full cupboard at the 
end! (Tim + Ella) 

Some of us went right to the 
top of the mill. (Tim + Ellie)  

It was easyµon the way 
back, when the buckets 
were empty!! Not so easy 
when they were full!! 
(Tim) 

The farmer½s wife made us 
pancakes from a recipe 
which is 150 years old. 
Delicious!! 

It was fun making dinner and 
helping lay the table.  
(Ellie + Ella) 
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 After a hearty breakfast, we went back to Bokrijk, for our 
busiest day. We had four workshops booked for the day and 
the first one was a total surprise: ºFalconry». We were 
taught about the rules of being a falconer, what a falconer 
needs to work with birds of prey and thenµ wait for it: we 
all got to handle a bird of prey! Yes, that½s right, we felt like 
true falconers!!! 

After the excitement, we were able to sit down for a bit and 
µhammer out holes on hide to make a purse (the old-
fashioned way)!! We were responsible for making it from 
start to finish, and also for leaving the workshop with all 
our fingers intact!! 

After lunch, we had time to watch the blacksmith work. He 
made us a miniature horseshoe and we got to help him, by 
pulling on a chain which made the enormous bellows (at 
the back of his house) work, heating up the fire. 

Then on to the next workshop ̧  making a skipping rope. 
Twisting vegetable fibres to make a rope is not as easy as it 
sounds şo, imagine having to make ropes that were 
hundreds of metres long (for the ships in the navy)!! 

As we were waiting for our next booking, we played games 
that are not so common anymore, as well as some which 
are still very popular, like bowling! 

After the games, we had the opportunity to ride on a horse 
and cart and see part of Bokrijk from a privileged position. It 
was quite exciting when the cart went on cobbled roads ̧ 
believe us, the suspension on the cart was not designed for 
it!  

 Our first workshop of 
the day was Falconry. 
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How cute!!!! 

It was difficult trying to punch 
holes in the leather. (Alex) 

I helped the smith to feed the 
fire for him to make horseshoe. 
(Daniel) 

What great fun playing on 
the stilts at the  game 
house. (Ella + Ellie) 

We won!!! (ThĎophile) Riding on the horse and 
cart was a lot of fun, espe-
cially on the bumps! (Ellie)  

We stroked the horse after the ride and he felt very 
sweaty! (Ellie + Tim) The new falconers of Bokrijk!!! 
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